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Summer Assignment 


I.
Reading: In an effort to focus your thinking politically rather than historically, your first task this summer is a careful reading of The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court, written by journalist Jeffrey Toobin.  The book is available at the Henrico County Library in limited quantities. 
If you would like to order it, the number is ISBN 978-1-4000-9679-4.  
Within this account, Mr. Toobin takes the reader into the inner sanctum of the most private branch of our government. Toobin's informative and authoritative account of the highest court in the land draws on exclusive interviews with the justices, and offers colorful anecdotes about the members of the Court. On the first day of school in September, you will be given a study guide to frame the most critical information you should know from your reading. There will be an assessment on the book during the week of September 21st. Also, fill in the attached chart of Supreme Court justices, and bring this September 7th, 8th,depending on your class time,  the first day of school. Some outside research may be necessary for completion.
II.         Writing: Supreme Court Confirmation: With John Paul Steven’s retirement from the Supreme Court,   

President Obama has an opportunity to exercise his appointment powers. As we leave school in June, we assume the nominee, Elena Kagan, will receive confirmation. In case there is a change (politics is always fluid), find the nominee and answer accordingly. Follow the process throughout the summer by watching the confirmation hearings and answering these questions as you do so. Each answer should be typed, single-spaced, in a good healthy paragraph, approximately one-half page each. Simply number, repeat the question, and answer. This will be collected Monday, September 27th..
Supreme Court Confirmation 
1.
What is the candidate’s background, personal as well as professional? To what (if any) extent does said background factor into the appointment?

2.
What are the candidate’s greatest strengths: why do her supporters like her?

3.
What are the candidate’s greatest weaknesses: what do opponents say about her?

4.
Why did President Obama choose her?

5.
What interest groups support her, and why? (Find at least 4)

6.
What interest groups oppose her, and why? (Find at least 4)

7.
Find 2 political cartoons. Either include the original or make a copy. Summarize the meaning of the cartoon in your own words.

8.
Finally, once the process has been completed, how do you predict President Obama’s selection will impact the decisions the court makes?  Select 3 specific examples to support your prediction.

In summary: 

1.
Read the book, The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court, by      

Jeffrey Toobin. 

2.
As you read, complete the chart of Supreme Court Justices. Bring it, completed, the first day of school, September 7th/8th depending on your class day. 




3.
Study Guide Questions will be distributed during the first class.  

4.
Assessment (test) on The Nine will be the week of September 20th.
5.          Supreme Court Confirmation Writing Assignment is due September 27th. 

We can be reached at fbokkon@henrico.k12.va.us  or kaniemeier@henrico.k12.va.us .  We will check email frequently during the summer. Please contact one of us if you have any questions or concerns. 

We are looking forward to our journey through the political landscape!

